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Module D: Investigative skills

This module develops students’ investigative skills using print, electronic and oral texts. Students
undertake a variety of activities designed to develop their investigative skills, knowledge and
understanding in these textual forms.

This module involves students in the process of acquiring specific information from a variety of sources
on a particular topic of their own choosing. This includes:

• the collection and analysis of data

• an understanding of the use of PowerPoint software for presentations

• an ability to present information orally in a clear and audible manner.
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Student handout 1
Researching using the Internet

Category: Australian artists
Focus topic: Russell Drysdale

Click on desktop icon, Netscape or Internet Explorer.

Select search icon or type in address for a search engine. e.g. Alta
Vista, Yahoo, Google, ANZWERS.

Enter topic and click on search.

Select a site most likely to contain relevant information.

Internet icon

Search engine

Focus topic

Select sites

▼

▼

▼

Focus topic Notes and information Site address
in point form

Russell Drysdale • Lived from 1912–1981

• Paintings focused on themes
of national identity and social
change in Australian history.

www.arts.abc.net.au/drysdale/
drysdale.htm
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Student handout 2
Note-taking: example

Original text

Russell Drysdale

Russell Drysdale (1912–1981) was an Australian artist who became known for his
landscapes. His works are unusually arresting. They do not have the qualities of most
traditional landscapes. They are surrealistic. Drysdale succeeds in capturing the loneliness and
harshness of the Australian countryside. Many galleries in Australia and overseas display his
work.

Drysdale was born at Bognor Regis, in the United Kingdom and his full name was George
Russell Drysdale. He studied in Melbourne…

Format for note-taking

Russell Drysdale

• lived from 1912 to 1981

• Australian artist

• surrealistic style

• different from most
traditional landscape
paintings

• themes — loneliness and
harshness of landscape

• born at Bognor Regis, UK

listing
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Student handout 3
Sample storyboard: Russell Drysdale

Storyboard 1 Storyboard 2

Storyboard 3 Storyboard 4

Born 1912 in Bognor Regis, United
Kingdom.
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Student handout 4
Assessment task

Fundamentals of English (2 unit)

Task no: Date of issue:
Due date:
Topic: Module D: Investigative skills
Weighting:
Language modes: Reading, speaking and writing

Outcomes

4. A student develops language relevant to the field of English.

5. A student communicates ideas effectively using appropriate language forms, features
and structures.

6. A student responds to and composes texts for a range of purposes and audiences, in
various forms, modes and media.

8. A student uses a range of appropriate processes and technologies to investigate,
organise and clarify ideas.

Task

You are to research a famous Australian who has lived predominantly in the twentieth
century. This person may be famous for any endeavour, including the arts, sport, politics, or as
a hero in a noble pursuit.

You should use a variety of sources including the Internet, reference books, journals and
newspapers to complete the research. You must provide evidence of this research in the form
of a bibliography.

You will need to present your findings to the class in the form of a Powerpoint presentation.
This oral component should be between 3 and 4 minutes in length. The presentation should
include:

• biographical details of the subject, presented as a storyboard

• the deeds or special qualities that contribute to making this person a famous Australian

• your views about this person: why he or she thinks that this person deserves to be
remembered. This may include negative opinions about the value of that person’s
contributions to Australia, if necessary.

Assessment criteria

You will be assessed on how well you:

• research and prepare your speech, in addition to your Powerpoint presentation

• organise your speech into a logical response, including an effective opening and closing
by making connections and drawing reflective conclusions

• respond, using appropriate oral presentation skills, such as clarity of voice, pace of
delivery, eye contact

• express yourself, with appropriate use of language.
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